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Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance
With United Nations Security Council Resolutions
July 16, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my con-
tinuing effort to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am again reporting on the status
of efforts to obtain compliance by Iraq with
the resolutions adopted by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

Since the events described in my report
of May 15, 1992, the Iraqi Government has
provided what it terms a ‘‘full, final, and
complete’’ disclosure of its programs for
weapons of mass destruction (WMD). The
Iraqi report, which reached the United Na-
tions 2 months after it was originally prom-
ised, is now under review by the United
Nations Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM) and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). The preliminary as-
sessment of these organizations is that the
Iraqis have provided little new information.
The Iraqis also have provided the United
Nations with a ‘‘Compliance and Monitoring
Report,’’ which aims to satisfy the require-
ment of U.N. Security Council Resolution
175 for a list of all sites subject to long-
term monitoring. UNSCOM is assessing this
report.

As of July 1, UNSCOM and IAEA have
conducted 38 inspections in all four weap-
ons categories. From May 26 to June 4, the
12th nuclear inspection team oversaw the
destruction of three buildings at the al
Atheer nuclear weapons fabrication facility.
It also inspected uranium enrichment sites
at Tarmiya and Ash Sharqat to prepare for
the destruction and the rendering harmless
of utilities and ventilation systems during
the 13th inspection in July. The Iraqi Gov-
ernment continues to refuse IAEA requests
for records detailing foreign suppliers of its
nuclear weapons program.

A small Chemical Destruction Group en-
tered Iraq on June 19. This team will spend
several months in Iraq establishing a base
and overseeing the long-term destruction of
Iraqi chemical agents and weapons at the

Muthanna Establishment. The operation
will be run by a large multinational group,
including two Americans. UNSCOM esti-
mates the operation will take 12 to 18
months to complete. A second combined
chemical and biological weapons team was
in Iraq from June 26 to July 4 conducting
inspections and destroying dual-use chemi-
cal production equipment.

From May 14 to 22, the 11th ballistic mis-
sile team inspected five sites, completed
verification of Iraqi destruction of SCUD
missile production and launcher compo-
nents, and verified the destruction of missile
production equipment. The 12th ballistic
missile team is in Iraq from July 9 to 17
to inspect undeclared sites.

We view with particular concern the re-
fusal by Iraqi authorities to grant immediate
access by UNSCOM inspectors to the Agri-
cultural Ministry in early July. The Presi-
dent of the U.N. Security Council has char-
acterized this refusal as a material and unac-
ceptable breach of Resolution 687. We are
resolved that Iraq must not be allowed to
defy the Security Council and evade its re-
sponsibilities under this resolution.

Continued Iraqi intransigence with re-
spect to compliance with the relevant U.N.
Security Council resolutions led UNSCOM
to initiate a program of aerial surveillance
of WMD activity in Iraq on June 21. Utiliz-
ing UNSCOM’s German helicopters, two to
three flights will be flown per week, with
five to six sites covered on each flight; this
program will provide more immediate and
accurate information about Iraqi facilities.
We strongly favor this aggressive approach
by UNSCOM, which will broaden
UNSCOM’s ability to find suspect sites as
well as conduct long-term monitoring.

UNSCOM continues to face a shortage
of funds. U.S. efforts to alleviate this prob-
lem will result in payment of approximately
$30 million for UNSCOM by the end of
July. Discussions are ongoing with other na-
tions regarding contributions by them to
UNSCOM.



1125

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / July 16

Since my last report, there has been fur-
ther progress at the U.N. Compensation
Commission concerning preparations for the
processing of claims from individuals, cor-
porations, other entities, governments, and
international organizations that suffered di-
rect loss or damage as a result of Iraq’s
unlawful invasion and occupation of Kuwait.
The Governing Council of the Commission
held its sixth session in Geneva from June
22 to 26 and has scheduled further meetings
in September and December. (A meeting
tentatively set for November has been can-
celled.) At its June session, the Council ap-
proved the final part of the rules of proce-
dure (the first three parts were approved
in March). The entire set of rules was then
issued as a Council decision. The rules pro-
vide a practical, nontechnical system for
processing claims. The Council also decided
that members of the Allied Coalition Armed
Forces who were prisoners of war and mis-
treated in violation of international humani-
tarian law, including the 1949 Geneva Con-
ventions, are eligible for compensation in
accordance with the claims criteria pre-
viously adopted.

The Council continued its discussion of
the ‘‘embargo loss’’ issue and agreed on a
statement for the record promising that the
issue of priority of payments would be con-
sidered. Also during the session of June 22
to 26, the Commission released to govern-
ments the form for corporate claims (Form
E). The Council also reviewed the draft
form for claims from governments and
international organizations (Form F). The
Executive Secretary reported that the $2
million loan from the Kuwaiti Government
has been received, and the Commission has
received another $1 million as a result of
the U.S. contribution to the United Nations
for activities under Resolution 687. The fi-
nancial impasse of the past several months,
however, has cost valuable time in develop-
ing computer software and other key
projects. Now that operating funds have
been received, the Secretariat will press
ahead and try to recover as much lost time
as possible. On June 26, the United States
filed its first set of 200 claims with the
Commission; altogether 10 governments
filed claims by the end of the week. Mean-
while, the Department of State distributed

to potential U.S. claimants the form for
claims of individuals over $100,000 (Form
D) and continued to collect and review
small claims.

In accordance with paragraph 20 of Reso-
lution 687, the Sanctions Committee contin-
ues to receive notice of shipments of food-
stuffs to Iraq. The Sanctions Committee
also continues to consider and, when appro-
priate, approve requests to send to Iraq ma-
terials and supplies for essential civilian
needs. Iraq, in contrast, has for months
maintained a full embargo against its north-
ern provinces. Iraq has also refused to uti-
lize the opportunity under Resolutions 706
and 712 to sell $1.6 billion in oil, most of
the proceeds from which could be used by
Iraq to purchase foodstuffs, medicines, ma-
terials, and supplies for essential civilian
needs of its civilian population. The Iraqi
authorities bear full responsibility for any
suffering in Iraq that results from their re-
fusal to implement Resolutions 706 and 712.

Through the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), the United States,
Kuwait, and our allies continue to press the
Government of Iraq to comply with its obli-
gations under Security Council resolutions
to return all detained Kuwaiti and third-
country nationals. Likewise, the United
States and its allies continue to press the
Government of Iraq to return to Kuwait all
property and equipment removed from Ku-
wait by Iraq. Iraq continues to resist full
cooperation on these issues and to resist un-
qualified ICRC access to detention facilities
in Iraq.

Mindful of the finding of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council in Resolution 688 that Iraq’s
repression of its civilian population threat-
ens international peace and security in the
region, we will continue to monitor carefully
the treatment of Iraq’s citizens in concert
with our Coalition partners, and together
we remain prepared to take appropriate
steps if the situation requires. To this end,
we will continue to maintain an appropriate
level of forces in the region for as long as
required by the situation in Iraq.

I remain grateful for the support of the
Congress for these efforts, and I look for-
ward to continued cooperation toward
achieving our mutual objectives.
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Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the
Senate.

Remarks to the Community in Jackson Hole, Wyoming
July 17, 1992

Thank you very very much for that warm
welcome. Let me just say at the beginning
of these remarks how grateful I am for the
congressional delegation that I work with
in Washington. If we had more men like
the Congressman that just introduced me,
Craig Thomas, if we had more like him in
the House, I guarantee you this country
would be moving forward faster with oppor-
tunity for all. I salute Malcolm Wallop, who
I don’t think is with us today, but also my
dear friend Al Simpson, who stands tall, all
right; we saw that. But he’s out there for
principle in the United States Senate. And
he’s a close personal friend, he and Ann,
to Barbara and me. That disproves the the-
ory that goes like this: Well, if you want
a dog in Washington—I mean, want a friend
in Washington, get a dog. [Laughter] My
view is we’ve got the Simpsons and several
others like them.

May I thank the Bar-J Wranglers down
there, who did a great job, and the Jackson
Hole Community Band and others who
make this very, very special. I told the
Mayor, Bill Westbrook, because I was sit-
ting next to him here at barbecue, that for
me this is a very special change of pace.
I don’t want to argue with my friend Al
Simpson, but we’re not quite into the one-
on-one competitive mode yet. I’m going to
hold back a little bit until after the Repub-
lican Convention. And then we’re going
after it. We’re going to win this election
because I’m going to take the case to the
American people for sure.

I want to salute Senator Cliff Hanson,
who is with us; his wife, Martha. Another
Nebraska Senator is here, Senator Curtis,
another good friend. And I’d be remiss if
I didn’t single out Estelle Stacy Carrier,
with whom I worked when I was chairman
of the Republican National Committee, sit-

ting over here. Someone told me that an-
other man I was proud to have served with,
Jim Watt, is here, a member of this commu-
nity, and I salute him and wish him the
best of everything.

Let me tell you this: With all the hue
and cry of politics, I cannot think of a better
way to spend a Friday noon, Friday after-
noon—the big sky and the hot sun, this fan-
tastic view, this marvelous helping of baked
beans and coleslaw, not a single piece of
broccoli anywhere on that whole table.
[Laughter]

In the line over there somebody asked
me if I wanted to comment on this week’s
big event, the one that captured the imagi-
nation of millions of TV viewers. And to
be brutally honest, I thought the All-Star
Game would be a lot closer than it was.
[Laughter]

Let me just make a few comments be-
cause, seriously, it was an important week
in American politics. And I salute the oppo-
sition. They ran a good show there, and I
don’t think there’s any reason to be bitter
or small about all of that.

But I want to say a word about yesterday’s
happening and about Ross Perot and that
surprising announcement yesterday. I admit
that as the incumbent President of the
United States that it’s tempting to quietly
applaud the fact that this strange year, this
strange political year, has suddenly become,
quote, normal. But I can’t do that. The
grassroots fervor of the Perot supporters
transcends what we call politics as usual.

You see, a vote was taken this spring and
summer in America. No ballots were cast,
but a vote was taken. No polls opened, but
a referendum took place nonetheless. No-
body won this election, but politics lost. Pol-
itics lost because it’s become increasingly
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